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Upcoming Events 
YES! YOUNG ENGINEERS SESSION 
March 5, 2016 

As part of the Girl Scouts' Innovation and Inquiry 
program, the SVS SWE Section leads the Y.E.S! Event 
each year for nearly 50 Girl Scout Cadettes (grades 6-
8). We have about four 40-minute workshops that 
have exposed girls to the physics of simple machines, 
computer programming, drafting, power/energy, 
design process, chemistry, structures, and water 
resources.  
This year, we are looking for new ideas and fresh 
workshop leaders. If you are interested in leading or 
assisting with a workshop, being a team leader or 
donating goodies to the event, please 
contact Heather Sheridan at sheridanhm@bv.com. 

CAREER EXPO 
March 16, 2016, 6:30 – 8:30 PM 
El Dorado Union High School 

To date Lorraine has not received any SWE volunteers 
to help with this event. PLEASE consider helping out & 
providing an opportunity for high school girls to meet 
with women engineers! 

Contact: Lorraine Larsen-Hallock, l.larsen-
hallock@sbcglobal.net  

SWE SVS SOCIAL HAPPY HOUR! 
March 20, 2016, 3:00 – 5:00 PM 
Bike Dog Brewing, 2534 Industrial Blvd. #110 
West Sacramento, CA  

Please join SWE for a fun social SWE happy hour!  

SWE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER AND 
AWARDS BANQUET  
April 21, 2016. 6:00 PM 
Blue Prynt Restaurant, 815 11th St., Sacramento  

mailto:sheridanhm@bv.com
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SWE Community News 
SOLICITING SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

 
Tis the season of scholarship applications! In January, 
we sent out flyers to local undergraduate engineering 
and computer science programs and posted 
information on our web site to solicit scholarship 
applications for the 2016-17 school year. Last year 
SWE Sac Valley was privileged to be able to offer 
scholarships from $700 to $1,200 to five well-
deserving students, and we look forward to learning 
about our inspiring applicants for this year. Please 
spread the word so that we may reach as many 
women scholars as we can. We have found that our 
scholarships offer far more than financial support, 
welcoming new engineers into our community and 
inspiring them to stretch and remain committed to 
goals that can sometimes seem daunting.  

During our holiday gathering, we had a discussion 
about our primary motivations for offering 
scholarships. I spent some time compiling a few 
thoughts to summarize my goals when evaluating our 
applicants, and I welcome additional input on this 
topic: 

Of course, we would like to increase the number of 
women in engineering fields and inspire women to 
become leaders and mentors in their fields. One of 
our considerations in providing scholarships is the 
degree to which our recipients give back, both to the 
engineering community and the greater community, 
subtly and overtly. By encouraging women with these 
qualities we are “paying it forward”, increasing the 
value and reach of an individual scholarship many 
times over. As these women work toward their goals 
and achieve success, they inspire many others. In 
addition, besides providing much needed financial 
support, the scholarships have a broad impact to the 
individual in a number of ways. The official 
recognition of the substantial effort expended to 
achieve an impressive goal can provide essential 
encouragement to persevere despite hardships. The 
recipients recognize that there is a larger community 
they can rely on that is seriously invested in their 
success. Feeling part of a community can sometimes 
be all that is needed to take that extra step to push 
beyond perceived limitations and achieve an even 
higher level of success. 

Last year’s participating evaluators universally 
expressed that reading the applications was a truly 
inspiring experience beyond expectations. Every 
applicant had a completely unique story to tell of her 
path leading to engineering and the broad spectrum 
of obstacles she had to weave into solutions to 
continue with her education. And every recipient 
expressed a strong ethic and innate desire to give 
back to the community. We will be soliciting 
scholarship reviewers again this year during the 
period of approximately March 11th through April 8th. 
Please contact Sarah Christian if you would like to 
participate (srchchrstn@gmail.com or 207-415-9163). 

mailto:srchchrstn@gmail.com
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LOOKING FOR: SCHOLARSHIP DINNER 
RAFFLE MANAGER AND OTHERS 
It's that time of year again: the Annual Scholarship 
Dinner and Auction! We need help getting donations 
and prizes together. There are detailed spreadsheets 
with information on past donors, and the 
Raffle/Auction Coordinator for the last six years is 
available for consultation and advice.  Anyone 
interested in helping please email Serena Carbajal at 
serena.carbajal@yahoo.com.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO REVIEW 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
The scholarship committee is looking for volunteers to 
review scholarship applications and collaborate to 
make recommendations and final decisions on 
scholarship recipients. This is a fun and rewarding task 
that does not require a significant time commitment. 
In the recent past, we have received on the order of 7 
to 10 applications and apply a rubric for rating them. 
We follow that with a phone discussion to make the 
final decisions on recipients and amounts. I would 
send pdf versions of the applications out to reviewers 
early in the week of March 21st and we would need to 
finalize decisions by April 8th. Please let Sarah 
Christian know if you can 
help (srhchrstn@gmail.com). Thanks! 

SWE SVS EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 
OPPORTUNITIES 
The Sacramento City Unified School District, School of 
Engineering and Science (SES) have identified the 
following specific needs which you or your company / 
employer can assist with this school year. 

1. Senior Project Mentors are needed for one on 
one student mentoring and/or video 
conferencing. Jacquie Scinto is currently looking 
for a Mechanical Engineer mentor. Mentor 
Responsibilities can be viewed at 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jLyylfQi6o
4Kc7JEkJ_ez1FC2pmVVcyeANWvJS9osI4/edit?pref
=2&pli=1. Dates: September through May on days 

and times determined by students and mentor. At 
least one initial in-person meeting with student is 
necessary prior to use of video conferencing. Mr. 
Bauser has informed us that he will appreciate any 
mentors who can go to his 7th grade classes - 
periods 3 (10:15-11:10 AM), 4 (11:45-12:40PM), 
and 5 (12:45 PM- 1:40 PM). Starting November 
12th, all of his classes (Periods 1-6) could use 
mentors. The latest schedule and signup sheet can 
be found here: https://goo.gl/3C4c9L. Also, those 
who can’t make it to the school but want to help 
with online project review, the links to the 
projects are here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tgx8Kb
A0P0bMj5vLtnjzoWPv0XN7WNtqLEdkeIPv2zQ/edit
?usp=sharing and 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qtVYgIl
8aUV9so10zug0NIsYRsVFanx_t2WgxW2DmHo/edi
t?usp=sharing. Feel free to add any comments in 
the “Mentor Response” box next to each project 
or submit comments at this link: 
http://goo.gl/forms/bkOsMtKlsB. You can look at 
some of the comments that have already been 
submitted for an idea of the format, but even a 
quick 1-2 sentences with information or links that 
you think will help out the students would be 
great. The teachers have said that the students 
are excited and appreciative of any feedback from 
“professional” scientists and engineers. For 
inquiries or interest in becoming a mentor, please 
contact Patrick Wong at pat.wong@arb.ca.gov; 
(916) 323-1505 or Jacquie Scinto at Jacquie-
Scinto@seshs.org; (530) 913-7756 (cell); (916) 
433-2960 (SES).  

2. Friday Speaker Series guest speakers are needed 
throughout the school year. Students gather in the 
career center to listen to the guest speaker 
presentation regarding their career or particular 
industry sector. There is generally one speaker for 
each date. The guest speaker talks consist of a 10-
15 minute presentation followed by a 10 minute 
Q&A. Presentations may include PowerPoint, 
video, and/or show & tell objects. Related industry 
swag is acceptable and enjoyable for students. 

mailto:serena.carbajal@yahoo.com
mailto:srhchrstn@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jLyylfQi6o4Kc7JEkJ_ez1FC2pmVVcyeANWvJS9osI4/edit?pref=2&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jLyylfQi6o4Kc7JEkJ_ez1FC2pmVVcyeANWvJS9osI4/edit?pref=2&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jLyylfQi6o4Kc7JEkJ_ez1FC2pmVVcyeANWvJS9osI4/edit?pref=2&pli=1
https://goo.gl/3C4c9L
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qtVYgIl8aUV9so10zug0NIsYRsVFanx_t2WgxW2DmHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qtVYgIl8aUV9so10zug0NIsYRsVFanx_t2WgxW2DmHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qtVYgIl8aUV9so10zug0NIsYRsVFanx_t2WgxW2DmHo/edit?usp=sharing
http://goo.gl/forms/bkOsMtKlsB
mailto:pat.wong@arb.ca.gov
mailto:Jacquie-Scinto@seshs.org
mailto:Jacquie-Scinto@seshs.org
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Additional information dates, and signups may 
found at 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ABbBKes9
UeQbiK6wkch_--
9E8lh9rKQjIkfxQAUw6Lc/edit?usp=sharing . For 
inquiries or interest in being a guest speaker 
please contact Patrick Bohman at Patrick-
Bohman@seshs.org; (916) 623-5620 (cell); (916) 
433-2960 ext. 1021 (office). 

3. Robotics Program Support. The SES robotics 
program is in desperate need of sponsors and/or 
donors for materials / supplies and funding to 
support each team. If you or your company would 
like to help sponsor the robotics program please 
contact Patrick Bohman at Patrick-
Bohman@seshs.org; (916) 623-5620 (cell); (916) 
433-2960 ext. 1021 (office).  

4. Science Fair Judges: SES has scheduled their 
Middle School (7th and 8th grades) science fair for 
Wednesday, March 16th. If you are interested in 
signing up to be a judge at this fair, please contact 
Patrick Wong at pat.wong@arb.ca.gov ; ph# 
(916)323-1505.  

For information about the School of Engineering and 
Science go to 
http://www.schoolofengineeringandsciences.org/.  

If you have any questions you may also contact 
Lorraine Larsen-Hallock, SWE-SVS outreach 
coordinator and member liaison to SES, at l.larsen-
hallock@sbcglobal.net or (530) 677-1973.  

Thank you for supporting the young women & men 
who will follow your footsteps into the engineering 
field! 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED: SWE-SVS 
INFORMATION TABLE AT THE EL DORADO 
UNION HIGH SCHOOL CAREER EXPO MARCH 
16, 2016 
The Oakridge High School Career Center (El Dorado 
High School District) has requested SWE-SVS member 
participation at the annual El Dorado Union High 
School District Career Expo on March 16, 2016 from 

6:30 – 8:30 PM, located at the Union Mine High 
School, 6530 Koki Lane, El Dorado. Participation 
would consist of having an informational table at the 
expo with SWE and general engineering related 
information available for students, as well as 
members available to answer questions students may 
have. Lorraine Larsen-Hallock has committed to 
participating and is seeking additional members to 
assist. In addition to having SWE information 
available, members can also showcase their company 
information and answer questions specific to their 
industry. Lorraine is also seeking any swag which can 
be donated for interested students. Also if any 
members have SWE or Engineering display boards 
available that would also be a benefit.  

Please contact Lorraine at (530) 677-1973 or at 
l.larsen-hallock@sbcglobal.net if you can assist with 
this event.  

 
  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ABbBKes9UeQbiK6wkch_--9E8lh9rKQjIkfxQAUw6Lc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ABbBKes9UeQbiK6wkch_--9E8lh9rKQjIkfxQAUw6Lc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ABbBKes9UeQbiK6wkch_--9E8lh9rKQjIkfxQAUw6Lc/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Patrick-Bohman@seshs.org
mailto:Patrick-Bohman@seshs.org
mailto:Patrick-Bohman@seshs.org
mailto:Patrick-Bohman@seshs.org
mailto:pat.wong@arb.ca.gov
http://www.schoolofengineeringandsciences.org/
mailto:l.larsen-hallock@sbcglobal.net
mailto:l.larsen-hallock@sbcglobal.net
mailto:l.larsen-hallock@sbcglobal.net
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HOT TOPICS IN TRANSPORTATION 
ENGINEERING 
By David M. Schwegel, PE, Transportation 
Committee Chair, ASCE California 
Transportation Engineers from the American Society 
of Civil Engineers (ASCE) (www.asce.org) California 
Region Transportation Committee have been 
collaborating with agencies to identify hot topics of 
interest to engineers statewide. Based on this 
collaboration, the following four hot topics were 
identified: 

1. Intercity and Commuter Rail: This topic refers to 
the statewide-integrated passenger rail network. 
The High Speed Rail Authority (www.hsr.ca.gov) is 
vetting 36 expressions of interest from 
engineering firms worldwide to define contracting 
opportunities and refine project milestones 
moving forward. Its 2016 Business Plan comes out 
in February. The Capitol Corridor Joint Powers 
Authority (CCJPA), the provider of passenger rail 
service between Auburn and San Jose via 
Sacramento and Oakland, was identified as an 
Infrastructure Report Card 
(www.infrastructurereportcard.org) success story 
based on its ability to integrate multiple agencies 
to provide a passenger rail service that has the 
third highest ridership and highest on-time 
performance in the nationwide Amtrak system. A 
third track project resulting in a 10-fold increase in 
round-trip trains between Sacramento and 
Roseville is underway. The Opening of the Golden 
1 Center in downtown in October opens the 
opportunity to upgrade Light Rail service to 
encourage ridership among Sacramento Kings 
fans.  

2. Connectivity and Economic Prosperity: This topic 
refers to development around stations to 
encourage mass transit use while stimulating the 
local economy. San Francisco’s Transbay Center 
(www.transbaycenter.org), scheduled to open in 
2017, is a living example that is bringing nearly 
two-dozen new high rises to the station area. 

Innovative planning is essential to ensure that 
station cities become “robust job centers” and not 
“bedroom communities” while avoiding the 
unintended consequence of “gentrification” 
(pricing out lower income households) in the 
station area. Roseville has a constrained 
downtown core divided by a massive rail yard 
posing unique and innovative opportunities for 
redefining the core to accommodate a projected 
significant increase in passenger rail traffic. The 
Sacramento region can learn about effective 
practices for establishing a strong connection 
between investing in transportation infrastructure 
and stimulating the economy from Phoenix’s 
successes. The station area development topic will 
be deeply explored at a Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) Conference, May 3-5, at Los 
Angeles Metro Headquarters (www.tod.org).  

3. Regional Roadways and Aviation: This topic 
focuses on how regional roadway and aviation 
concepts in the local Sacramento region can be 
applied to the larger statewide picture. The 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
(SACOG) (www.sacog.org) has a Rural Urban 
Connections Strategy (RUCS) identifying options 
for strengthening the ties between urban and 
rural interests. The $1.1 billion “Big Build” 
Terminal B project opened at the Sacramento 
International Airport in October 2011 paving the 
way for additional connectivity options such as 
increasing mass transit options to downtown. The 
Placer County Transportation Planning Agency 
(PCTPA) is able to use a massive interchange 
improvement project that would result in 
sweeping mobility benefits over the current 
congested and collision prone SR 65/I-80 
interchange to encourage voters to approve a 
half-cent sales tax measure this November. 

4. Transportation Funding: This topic ties into ASCE’s 
Grand Challenge of closing the ever-widening gap 
between infrastructure needs and available 
funding by “reducing the life-cycle cost of 
infrastructure by 50% within 10 years”. Caltrans 

http://www.asce.org/
http://www.hsr.ca.gov/
http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/
http://www.transbaycenter.org/
http://www.tod.org/
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can build on its recent successes of delivering 
high-profile highway improvement projects such 
as the SR 65 Lincoln Bypass (the longest new 
stretch of state highway in decades) and the 
Highway 101 Willits Bypass projects. The “big 
picture” in statewide infrastructure investment 
can be explored to discover the transportation 
funding limitations under current law, the history 
of transportation funding in California, and 
possible fixes. The prospects of a road charge 
could be explored among the options for more 
sustainable funding streams to the gas tax and the 
general fund. The Statewide Local Streets and 
Roads Needs Assessment provides insight on the 
vital role that local roads play in the larger 
statewide system.  
Engineers statewide are encouraged to 
collaborate with like-minded professionals both 
within and beyond the engineering profession and 
dive more deeply into these hot topics at the 
Statewide Infrastructure Symposium on March 18 
at the Sheraton Grand in Sacramento. Water 
Resources Engineers have a parallel track with its 
own set of hot topics. For more information on 
ASCE’s Grand Challenge, visit 
http://blogs.asce.org/a-challenge-for-the-
profession/. For more information on the 
Symposium, including the presenters on these and 
other hot topics, visit www.cais16.org.  
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Business & Events Calendar
Fiscal Year 2015-2016 

Dates of Meetings/Events are subject to change 

Date/ Time Event Location Coordinator 

July 9, 2015 2015-16 Planning 
Meeting 

Old Spaghetti Factory, 
Downtown Sacramento 

Chelsea Gillis 
gillis.chelsea@gmail.com 

September 25, 2015 Quarterly Lunch 
Black Bear Diner 
255 Second Street 
Davis 

Wendy Cohen 
wcohen@dcn.org 

September 25, 2015 Folsom Dam Tour Folsom Dam, Folsom, CA Linda Finley 

October 2015 YES! Planning Meeting TBD Heather Sheridan 
sheridanhm@bv.com 

October 18, 2015 Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Walk 

Police Officers’ Memorial 
Across 10th St from Capitol, 
Downtown Sacramento 

Wendy Cohen 
wcohen@dcn.org 

October 22-24, 2015 SWE National 
Conference Nashville, TN http://we15.swe.org/ 

October 22, 2015 EWB Fundraiser 
Blue Prynt Restaurant, 
815 11th St 
Downtown Sacramento 

Christine Rice 
tc.rice@yahoo.com 

December 3, 2015 Holiday Meeting 
Café Ettore 
2376 Fair Oaks Blvd 
Sacramento 

Chelsea Gillis 
gillis.chelsea@gmail.com 

December 10, 2015 
12:00 – 1:00 PM 

Young Engineers 
Session! Planning 
Conference Call 

Call-In #: 877-603-8688 
Conf ID: 7270526 

Heather Sheridan 
sheridanhm@bv.com 

February 5, 2016 
12:00 – 1:00 PM Quarterly Lunch 

Brookfields Restaurant 
Rancho Cordova, CA 
Folsom Blvd/ Sunrise Blvd 

Amy Terrell 
terrella@rcip.com 

March 5, 2016 YES! (Young Engineers 
Session) 2016 

6601 Elvas Blvd, 
Sacramento 

Heather Sheridan 
sheridanhm@bv.com 

March 15, 2016 Newsletter Articles DUE Send Week of 
April 1, 2015 

Christine Rice 
swesvsnewsletter@gmail.com 

March 16, 2016 
6:30 – 8:30 PM Career Expo El Dorado Union High 

School 
Lorraine Larsen-Hallock 
l.larsen-hallock@sbcglobal.net 

March 20, 2016 
3:00 – 5:00 PM  

SWE SVS Social Happy 
Hour 

Bike Dog Brewing 
2534 Industrial Blvd. #110 
West Sacramento 

Natalie Muradian 
nmuradian08@hotmail.com 

April 21, 2016 Scholarship Fundraiser 
and Awards Banquet 

Blue Brynt Restaurant 
815 11th St, Sacramento 

Serena Carbajai 
serena.carbajal@yahoo.com 

May 6, 2016 
12:00 – 1:00 PM Quarterly Lunch 

Dos Coyotes Border Cafe, 
1411 West Covell Blvd, 
Davis 

Wendy Cohen 
wcohen@dcn.org 

 


